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A Long-Term Vision of National Essential Medicines Policy

and Its Implications

Hu Shanlian

L Abstract] The main characteristics of essential medicines are EM for all on

the basis of equity and accessibility. The establishment of national essential medicine
system is needed to ensure the complexity of the chain of production, distribution and
rational utilization. It requires the active involvement of medical professionals,
moreover, the consensus building from multiple sectors and collaboration in order to
meet the need of political commitment by government. The objective of NEMP is
magnificent, but the process of implementation is more difficulties. The paper
describes and discusses the issues of selection of essential medicines and periodically
updates, production and distribution, pricing, rational use, financing and

reimbursement, meanwhile, it also points out some unsolved problems.
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A Preliminary Study on Essential Medicines List in Shanghai

Zhang Yabing He Jiangjiang ShiJun Hu Shanlian

[ Abstract ] According to “National List of Essential Medicines (2009

version)”, a preliminary exploratory study on essential medicines list was conducted
in Shanghai so as to provide the basic information for the effective implementation of
national essential medicines system. The total expenditure of essential medicines was
about 2.8 billion yuan (RMB) in 2008. The utilization proportion of essential
medicines in healthcare facilities at all levels was about 15% in terms of expenditure
in purchasing value, which t was even less than 25% in the community health centers.
The total products of essential drugs also showed the same pattern, the proportion of
western medicines (25.29%) was higher than that of traditional Chinese medicines

(14.34%).
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